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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



FOOT-PRINTS OF CREATIVE POWEB. 

Dr. Henrt M. Field, in his " Last Word to Col. Ingersoll," says that be is as 
much compelled to believe in the existence of a Supreme Being as Robinson Cru- 
soe, when he saw the print of a human foot on the sand, was compelled to believe 
that some human being had visited his island. Why then does Dr. Field express 
himself thus : " So when I discover in the world (as I think I do) mysterious foot- 
prints that are certainly not human, it is not a question whether I shall believe or 
not ; I cannot help believing that some Power greater than man has set foot upon the 
earth ? " I have italicized the words to which I wish to call attention. Dr. Field 
only says here that he thinks he discerns mysterious foot-prints. But if Robinnon 
Crusoe only thought he discerned the print of a foot in the sand, he could not have 
felt certain, though he might have feared or hoped— considered it more or less 
probable — that a human foot bad made that mark. Dr. Field must, therefore, 
either recall those words, or his whole argument falls to the ground. It is not 
impossible not to believe in a thing the main proof of which is only« matter of 
more or less probable supposition. Of course I freely grant that we all often 
believe on evidence that is far short of demonstrative ; and if in the present case 
Dr. Field believes on such evidence, let him say so, and not claim that his belief 
is forced by such evidence as that which confronted Robinson Crusoe. The latter 
did not say : " I think I see a human foot-print," but " I see a human foot-print." 
There is a world of difference between the two declarations. 

W. D. Le Sueub. 

II. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT BT ELECTRICITY. 

I cHEERPtTLLT comply with the request of the editor of theNoBTH American 
Review for a brief statement of the work of the Commission of which I have 
the honor to be Chairman. 

The New York State Commission on Capital Punishment has summed 
up its labors in a voluminous report which, after reviewing the history of 
judicial executions, closes by recommending the substitution of electricity as a 
means of death in place of hanging. The result of the application of electricity 
is not simply to produce instantaneous death ; the effect of the current upon the 
heart is so completely to disorganize the muscular tissues as to prevent the possi- 
bility of resuscitation. The report suggests changes in the methods of execution 
which will, if adopted, do away, it is believed, with much of the glorification of 
murderers which is apt to attend our present mode of executions. The Commis- 



